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We have a busy fall ahead of us, in    
both the fund-raising and the fun-

raising senses.  On Labor Day 
weekend we have “Rockport 

Attics,” an expanded Thrift Shop/Crafts Fair project.  
On September 18th there is our annual Peace Festival 
at Millbrook Meadow, with music, food, and crafts in 
celebration of International Peace Day.  The next day 
our annual Canvass gets under way with the always-
fun Canvass Kick-Off Brunch.  We have NewUU 
classes on September 23 and 29.  Then, in October, 
Columbus Day weekend brings October Fair, our 
major fall fundraiser at Harvey Park. 
 
Like I said, a busy time, and most of us will be 
lifting, toting, baking, selling – and talking, laughing, 
and generally having a good time while we work.  
For some of you a question may be coming up.  If 
you’re new to Unitarian Universalism, or new to 
UUSR, or maybe if you’ve been around for a long 
time and you’re feeling a little blasé, you might be 
asking, “Why?  Why go to all this effort?” 
 
For some, the answer is stewardship; this is what 
good members and friends of UUSR do to take care 
of the church and pass it on better than we found it.  
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For others, the answer might be that it just feels 
great to work together for a good cause.   
 
For me, in addition to those answers there’s one 
other: We go to the effort because Unitarian 
Universalism is important for the world.  Our little 
outpost of liberal religion and UU faith is important 
for the world.  Lately, we have seen a rising tide of 
anti-immigrant, anti-gay, anti-Muslim bias and 
prejudice, even hatred.  Maybe it’s only political 
pandering, as some suggest, only the same old tired 
election year appeal to our baser instincts.  Ginning 
up fear and hatred of the Other, the stranger is, 
unfortunately, a proven vote-stimulator.  But the 
sad truth is that the fear and hatred usually end up 
hurting people.  Just a few days ago, a man was 
seriously beat up in New York because he “looked 
Muslim,” whatever that might mean.  And the fear 
and hatred stay in circulation long after the election. 
 
I have never heard a UU conflate Muslims with 
terrorists, or say that immigrants should go back 
where they came from, or say that gay people are a 
threat to children.  What I have heard is expressions 
of sympathy and solidarity with Muslim 
Americans, with immigrants, and with gay people.  
  
We have a voice that needs to be heard, a voice that 
helps counter the fear and hatred that is embittering 
our public discourse. 
 
That is why we go to the effort.  We speak up for 
broadmindedness and the celebration of our 
diversity.  Our Unitarian Universalist voice is 
important. 
 
      
      
         Blessings, Kathy 
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“No one is fanatically shouting that the sun is going 
to rise tomorrow. They know it's going to rise tomor-
row. When people are fanatically dedicated to politi-
cal or religious faiths or any other kinds of dogmas or 
goals, it's always because these dogmas or goals are 
in doubt.”      
              ~ Robert M. Pirsig 
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Let us gather together in peace and goodwill.   
Let us gather together knowing our own needs and frailties.     

Let us gather together in a communal search for meaning. 
Let us gather, knowing we are in the presence of the divine. 

   
 
     

 
September 5  Lay-Led     

 
September 12  The 8th Commandment: The Fruits of Our Labors   
   Some translators and theologians hold that “You shall not steal” means 
   “You shall not steal a person,” and is a prohibition against kidnapping 
   and slavery.  We might be violating this commandment every day  
   without realizing it.     

 
September 19  Where Our Gladness Meets What’s Needed 

   Today’s service is about generosity.   Why do we give – of ourselves 
   and our resources – to each other, our faith and our congregation?   
   What difference do we make?  Why does it matter?   

 
   This Sunday’s guest preacher has winnowed down into the six-word 
   sermon title her understandings of our impulse to give back to the  
   world.  Come here more on September 19, and maybe you’ll come up 
   with your own six words. 

 
   Today’s guest preacher is the Reverend Beth Graham, the Associate 

   Vice President for Stewardship and Development at the Unitarian  

   Universalist Association in Boston, MA.   She and her husband. Rev. 

   Dr. William Schulz, live in Gloucester. 
      
September 26  A Transylvanian Thanksgiving  
   Member Peter Van Demark and Rev. Kathy Reis honor our Unitarian  
   brothers and  sisters in Romania with a celebration of their traditional 
   Thanksgiving.    
 

    

            Please be part of our religious community gathered for worship at 10:30 a.m. 
   



Sept. 18th Noon to 5pm 
Millbrook Meadow 

 
Performers: 

 

Nancy Williams & Bonnie Barish, Honky Tonk Women,  
Pete Lindberg Band, Michael O’Leary & Amy Loman 

Steve Westgate, Herman Fritz, Chelsea Berry,  
Livin' On Luk, Skankin Panda 

Peace Day Festival 

    Peace Labyrinth                                
Art, Food, Fun & Games                

 

 3PM Drum Circle 
Bring Your Drum!!! 

 

*If bad weather it will be held at the UUSR 4 Cleaves Street Rockport 

 




